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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-627
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President Bishop
Date of Introduction: October 9, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: F
Date of Analysis: October 11, 2012
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $160,000 ($100,000 from Special Council Operating Contingency and $60,000 from card room pari-mutuel revenues) to enhance the City’s ability to lobby the state government as recommended by the Council’s Select Committee on Government Relations and Legislative Affairs.
Background Information: The Select Committee, following a meeting in August, recommended to the Council President that the Council allocate resources to resume hiring a professional lobbyist to represent the City’s interests in Tallahassee with the Florida Legislature and state government agencies.  In the last couple of years the City has discontinued the hiring of a state government lobbyist and has utilized City personnel going to Tallahassee on an as-needed basis.  The City recently received its first payment of $60,000 in revenues from the operation of the Best Bet Poker Room in the Regency Square area.
Policy Impact Area: City lobbying effort
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $100,000 from Special Council Operating Contingency and $60,000 from card room pari-mutuel revenues
Analyst: Clements
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